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Things to Consider….
Pork values have continued to remain constant since
early June and have managed slight increases to near
$75 US per cwt, above levels reported in 2018 and
similar to values in 2016. Overall, retail cuts continue to
trade higher than year ago levels however cutout values
remain below year ago levels with the exception of ribs.
Retail bacon prices were stable at $5.78/lb for June,
bringing the cut 1.3% or 8 cents over last year. Current
retail bacon price levels are 123 cents over the 3 year
average for the month of July. Wholesale belly prices by
comparison increased $0.73 to $97.32/cwt for July or
+0.8% from the previous month. Compared to last year,
wholesale bellies are $18.74/cwt or -16.1% under year
ago levels.
Overall, retail chop prices were down 28 cents or -6.7%
for July at $3.91/lb, bringing chops 50 cents or +14.6%
over last year. Current retail price levels are 55 cents
over the 3 year average for the month of July. Boneless
chop prices dropped 33 cents to $4.36/lb, bringing
boneless chops +13.7% or $0.53 over last year. Bone-in
chop prices fell 19 cents to $4.35/lb, bringing the cut
+7.7% or 31 cents over last year. Wholesale loins for the
month dropped $9.58 to $67.16/cwt or -12.5% under
the previous month, and -10.8% or $8.17/cwt under last
year.
The category reporting total retail ham values went
unreported again on the latest report, unreported from
April through July. Boneless ham values edged 3 cents
lower or -0.7% to $4.57/lb, bringing them +7.9% or 34
cents over last year. Wholesale ham prices averaged
$59.02/cwt, up $11.91 or 25.3% from June, and brought
July $9.51/cwt or -13.9% under year ago levels. For
comparison wholesale picnics averaged 44.57 per cwt,
down $4.49 or -9.2% under June and $9.72
per cwt or -17.9% under last year.
The category reporting other retail pork prices edged 5
cents or -1.7% lower to $3.10/lb, with the category
+13.9% or 38 cents over year ago levels. Current retail
price levels are 47 cents over the 3 year average for the
month of July.

Weekly Hog Price Recap
Regional and national cash hogs declined from last
week with primary weakness reported Tuesday, and
regional cash went unreported Wednesday &
Thursday. CME cash improved most days, with
stronger gains early-week. Wholesale pork primal
values improved over week ago levels, excluding
picnics, which helped pork cutout finish the week
$3.91/cwt higher.
Monitored Canadian hog markets varied from as much as $10.50/hog higher to $4.50/hog lower. Hog
values out of Quebec improved the most, followed by those out of Hylife which rose more than
$6.50/hog and Ontario up $2/hog. The ML Sig 4 was generally stable, down modestly, while the 1-week
lagged OlyW 20 fell nearly $4.50/hog. In the US, values out of Tyson fell $4.25/hog while JM declined
$2/hog from week ago levels.

Weekly Hog Margins
Canadian hog margins were mixed to end the week on lower cash hog values and an increase in feed
costs. Canadian farrow-to-finish feed costs rose $1.40/hog while those in the monitored US region
were up $1.20/hog from the previous week.
Hog margins out of Hylife and once again Quebec calculated positive margins, with Hylife $5.25/hog
higher to $11.25/hog profits while Ontario improved more than $9/hog to $3.25/hog profits. Margins
off the Sig 4 declined $1.50/hog to $16.25/hog losses and the OlyW 20 weakened $5.75/hog to
$17.75/hog losses, while Ontario strengthened 0.70/hog to $24.25/hog losses. In the US, Tyson
margins weakened near $5/hog to $29.50/hog losses while JM margins fell $3/hog to $39/hog losses
from a week earlier.

US Regional Margins
• Tyson: $ (29.57) USD X 1.3273 = $ (39.25) in Canadian Dollars
• Morrell $ (39.11) USD X 1.3273 = $ (51.91) in Canadian Dollars
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