
 

RED DEER SWINE TECH WORKSHOP 2019 

 

 
Join us for an interactive technical workshop aimed enhancing your pork production and profitability. This year’s 

speakers will include topics such as mycotoxins in diets, disease management, new technologies and many other 

topics of interest to everyone involved in pork production. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

8:00 – 9:00 am 

9:00 – 9:05 am 

9:05 – 9:20 am 

9:20 – 10:00 am 

10:00 – 10:25 am  

10:25 – 10:55 am 

10:55 – 11:35 am 

11:35 – 12:15 pm 

12:15 – 1:15 pm 

1:15 – 1:45 pm 

1:45 – 2:15 pm 

2:15 – 2:40 pm 

2:40 – 3:10 pm 

3:10 – 3:25 pm 

3:25 – 3:55 pm 

 

Registration, Coffee & Booth Visits 

Introductions & Welcome  

PED in Alberta, Dr. Julia Keenliside 

Activism and Preventative Measures, Larry Wallace 

Booth Introductions & Refreshment Break  

Mycotoxins in Western Canadian Diets, Dr. Dan Columbus  

Stockmanship and Animal Handling, Kevin Brooks 

New Technologies, Tom Stein 

Lunch Break & Booth Introductions 

Colostrum and Early Care Management, Dr. Egan Brockhoff 

Sow Welfare, Dr. Yolande Seddon 

Refreshment Break  

Wild Hogs in Alberta, Perry Abramenko  

African Swine Fever, Dr. Egan Brockhoff 

Closing Comments & Wrap-up 

Agenda  

 

Date: October 23, 2019 

Time: 8:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Location: Parkland Pavilion – Westerner Park (Red Deer, AB) 

 

 

Location 
Parkland Pavilion – Westerner Park 

(Red Deer, AB) 

 

For registration and more information visit: 

albertapork.com/red-deer-swine-technology-workshop/ 

Or phone: 780-491-3528 

 

https://www.albertapork.com/red-deer-swine-technology-workshop/


 

 

Featured speakers 
 

Dr. Dan Columbus 
Dan joined the Prairie Swine Centre in 2015 as a Research Associate in Nutrition and was promoted to Research 

Scientist in 2016. He is also Adjunct Professor in the Department of Animal and Poultry Science at the University of 

Saskatchewan. He is responsible for overseeing the nutrition research program at Prairie Swine Centre and 

development of collaborations between PSC and USask. Previously, he was a Postdoctoral Associate at the 

USDA/ARS Children’s Nutrition Research Centre at Baylor College of Medicine. His research at the CNRC focused on 

understanding the physiology of muscle growth and on developing strategies to improve lean tissue gain to improve 

development and long-term health of low-birth weight infants.  

 

Kevin Brooks 
Kevin Brooks of Olymel works with teams in farrow-to-finish, wean-to-finish, breeding, nursery and finishing. Kevin 

specializes in animal handling, process verification, and shipping/receiving of pigs. He has worked in the pork 

industry for more than 24 years, covering areas in Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba. He joined Olymel West in 

Humboldt, Saskatchewan more than six years ago and enjoys the way the industry continues to change and grow.  

He finds the challenges offered within swine management to be rousing and looks forward to sharing his knowledge 

and experience with you. 

 

Dr. Tom Stein 
Tom is Senior Strategic Advisor for Maximus Systems, leading the design and development of next-generation pig 

and poultry production management software using machine learning to automate pattern recognition and analysis. 

He is the designer of the PigCHAMP software and co-founder of MetaFarms. National Hog Farmer magazine named 

him one of the top 50 men and women who truly made a difference in the U.S. pork industry over the last 100 years. 

In 2011, the American Association of Swine Veterinarians presented Dr. Stein with the Howard Dunne Award for 

outstanding contributions to swine production and health. In 2019, Dr. Stein received the George Foxcroft award 

from the Banff Pork Seminar for rigorous and high-profile research which contributes to improvements in pork 

production efficiency.  

 

Dr. Egan Brockhoff 
A well-known industry communicator and a strong advocate of agriculture and agribusiness, Egan is a long-standing 

partner in Prairie Swine Health Services. He is graduate of the Western College of Veterinary Medicine at the 

University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon. He and his family operate a third-generation mixed farm in central Alberta. 

He is also the acting National Animal Health Coordinator for the Canadian Pork Council. Among numerous awards 

and recognitions, he was the recipient of the 2014 Alberta Pork Congress Industry Ambassador Award. He has 

served in numerous professional and industry leadership roles includes including as president of the Alberta 

Veterinary Medical Association (2014-15). 

 

Perry Abramenko 
Perry is a 38-year veteran of the Government of Alberta and currently works as the Assistant Provincial Pest 

Specialist for the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry’s Inspection and Investigation Section – a position he has held 

for four years. This section conducts inspections, investigations and compliance activities to ensure food safety and 

animal health and welfare. The section supports municipalities with agricultural pest and nuisance issues and 

oversees Alberta’s rat control program. Perry is the lead for the province’s Wild Boar At-Large Eradication Strategy 

working group and pilot project. He holds a diploma from Lethbridge College’s Environmental Sciences, Renewable 

Resource Management program. 

 
 

 


